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MISSOULA--
University of Montana All-American track and cross country athlete, Dean Erhard, is 
the 1976-77 recipient of UM's oldest and most prestigious athletic award, the Grizzly Cup. 
The award is given for outstanding achievement both on and off the athletic field. 
The award was initiated in 1921 by Dr. W.E. Schreiber, who headed the UM Physical 
Education Department formany years. The Cup has been awarded on 51 different occasions 
since its inception. No awards were presented in the years just prior to and immediately 
following World War II. 
Erhard completed an illustrious four-year athletic career at UM with All-America 
honors in both cross country and track. 
He finished 16th among Americans competing at the NCAA Cross Country Championships 
last fall. The top 25 in the field were awarded All-American status. He also earned 
All-America status with his fifth place steeplechase finish at the NCAA Track and Field 
Championships this past spring. The top six were awarded All-American honors. 
Erhard won the Big Sky Conference individual cross country title in 1975 and 1976 
and was a member of the conference championship teams of 1974 and 1975. 
He won the conference steeplechase title three times--in 1975, 1976 and 1977 ~d 
added the three-mile title in 1977. He was named the meet's outstanding performer at the 
conference track meet this past spring. 
A veteran of six NCAA track and cross country championship meets, Erhard is also a 
past AAU competitor and has participated in other highly rated national meets. 
"Dean is one of the finest young men to participate in athletics at the University of 
Montana," UM men's athletic director and track coach Harley Lewis said. "He's a hard-
working athlete and student. He carne to us four years ago as an average distance runner 
and became one of the finest collegiate runners in the country. He really deserves this 
~ ward." 
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A native of Havre, Montana and a 1973 graduate of Deerfield High School in Deerfield, 
Illinois, Erhard graduated with honors from UM with a B.S. in range and habitat management 
He completed his four-years at UM with a 3.5 G.P.A. 
Erhard is now attending Oregon State University's graduate school. 
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